
Community-Based Job Training Grants 
Morrisville State College 

 
 
Grantee:  Morrisville State College 
 
Industry Focus: Energy  
 
Key Partners:  Workforce Investment Board of Herkimer, Madison and Oneida Counties 
(HMOWIB); Oneida County Workforce Development and Regional Working Solutions 
One-Stop Consortium; State University of New York; Mohawk Valley Community 
College; Regional Boards of Cooperative Educational Services (BOCES); Empire Agri-
Fuel; Northeast Biofuels; O’Brien & Gere; Mohawk Valley Economic Development 
District; Madison County Industrial Development Authority; and Mohawk Valley 
Economic Development Growth Enterprises Corp. 
    
Grant Amount:  $1,999,639 
 
Leveraged Amount:  $6,358,394 
 
Location of Grant Activities:  Broome, Cayuga, Chenango, Cortland, Delaware, 
Herkimer, Lewis, Madison, Oneida, Onondaga and Otsego counties, New York  
 
Challenge: The growing demand for new forms of energy presents job-growth 
opportunities to this rural area that has been hard-hit by the decline of manufacturing 
jobs, low farm productivity and population loss. With a skilled workforce adept in the 
operation of advanced manufacturing technology and a burgeoning renewable energy 
sector, the region is positioned to take advantage of projected job growth in these 
emerging fields. However, the newness of these industries has created a need for 
training programs. 
 
Addressing the Challenge: The Renewable Energy Training Center will be created to 
provide courses and modules for unemployed youth, adults, dislocated, and incumbent 
workers. Curriculum will be based on employer-identified skill gaps.  Existing college 
classes will be adapted or created, and a new degree program in renewable energy will 
be launched. Outreach efforts will be aimed at K-12 teachers and counselors, and pre-
college dual credit programs and articulation agreements will be created. A regional 
council will be convened to ensure the sustainability of the program. 
 
Projected Outcomes:  

• Increase enrollment in training programs by 1,380: 150 in full-time programs; 
120 in part-time degree classes; 700 in center courses; 350 in dual credit courses; 
and 60 in a teacher-training certification program   

• Completers of the various programs will total 1,265, with 425 newly entering 
employment (others are already employed and enhancing skills)  

• Average earnings will increase by $2,000 per year, and 85% of incumbent 
workers will be promoted or see wage gains 
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